
 

ENG 106L: Lesson 4 

Vocabulary 

Prepositions  

 about (prep)  

 against (prep)  

 along (prep)  

 around (prep)  

 at (prep)  

 beneath (prep)  

 beside (prep)  

 besides (prep)  

 between (prep)  

 beyond (prep)  

 by (prep)  
Prepositional Phrases  

 at home  

 on the desk  

 next to the window  

 under the bed  

 along the wall  

 in front of the house  

 opposite the door  

 outside the garage  
Personal Opinion 
Adjectives  

 beautiful/ugly (adj)  

 exciting/boring (adj)  

 nice/mean (adj)  

 good/bad (adj)  

 handsome (adj)  

 lovely (adj)  

 friendly (adj)  
Size Adjectives  

 big/small (adj)  

 large/little (adj)  

 huge/tiny (adj)  

 tall/short (adj)  

 fat/thin (adj)  
Age Adjectives  

 old/new (adj)  

 old-fasioned/modern  

 mature/childlike (adj)  

 10-year-old (adj)  

 19th-century (adj)  
Shape Adjectives  

 flat/round (adj)  

 deep/shallow (adj)  

 narrow/wide (adj)  

 straight/crooked (adj)  

 square (adj)  
Condition Adjectives  

 shiny (adj)  

 clean/dirty (adj)  

 cold/hot (adj)  

 easy/difficult (adj)  

 strong/weak (adj)  
Color Adjectives  

 red (adj)  

 blue (adj)  

 green (adj)  

 yellow (adj)  

 purple (adj)  
Origin Adjectives  

 American (adj)  

 Brazilian (adj)  

 Japanese (adj)  

 Mexican (adj)  

 Portuguese (adj)  
Material Adjectives  

 wood, wooden (adj)  

 glass (adj)  

 silk, silken (adj)  

 metal, metallic (adj)  

 brick (adj)  

Sound Adjectives  

 loud (adj)  

 whispering (adj)  

 blaring (adj)  

 silent (adj)  

 soft (adj)  
Taste Adjectives  

 sweet (adj)  

 delicious (adj)  

 spicy (adj)  

 salty (adj)  

 tasteless (adj)  

 icy (adj)  
Touch Adjectives  

 hard (adj)  

 smooth (adj)  

 soft (adj)  

 sharp (adj)  

 rough (adj)  
Smell Adjectives  

 burnt (adj)  

 smelly (adj)  

 perfumed (adj)  

 scented (adj)  

 sweet-smelling (adj)  
Sight Adjectives  

 dark (adj)  

 bright (adj)  

 dusty (adj)  

 light (adj)  

 long (adj)  

 wide (adj)  

 low (adj)  

 narrow (adj)  

 shallow (adj)  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Appointment 1: Descriptions of Time and Place 

 

Use the picture above to play the following game with your Speaking Partner: 

1. Your Speaking Partner will think of an item in the picture and describe the location of that item, 
without telling you what item they are talking about. The Speaking Partner can also describe the 
item itself. Example: I am looking at an item that is on the table and to the left of the flowers. It is in 
between the pencils and the books. It is a small, metallic item.  

2. You will guess what item your partner is referring to by the clues he or she gives you. You may ask 
questions to clarify the location or other details. Continue this process until you are able to guess 
which item the Speaking Partner is describing.  

3. After you have guessed the item, you will choose a different item in the picture and use 
prepositional phrases to describe the location of the item. You may also describe the item to help 
give clues as to which item you are describing. Continue until your Speaking Partner guesses the 
item.  

4. Switch and repeat the steps at least one more time each.  
5. Your Speaking Partner will help you with any problems with the prepositional phrases or the 

adjective order. 

Discussion 

1. Your Speaking Partner will describe the time and place he or she was born in as many details as they 
know using prepositional phrases "at," "on," and "in." 

Example: I was born at 4:00 in the morning on March 16th in the year 1976. I was born in the hospital in 
Coquille, Oregon, in the United States. 

After your Speaking Partner has described when and where he or she was born, you will also describe 
the place and the time you were born. 



 

Your Speaking Partner will help you with any issues with the prepositions. 

2. Prepare a list of at least 10 questions you will ask your Speaking Partner that begin with "where" or 
"when." 

Examples: 

"Where did you meet your wife?" 
"Where did you go to high school?" 
"When did you go on your mission?" 
"When are you going to graduate from BYU-Idaho?" 

Your speaking partner will answer the questions. After answering your questions, he or she can ask you 
some questions. Your Speaking Partner will help you with any issues with prepositions or anything else. 

Speaking Practice 

Your Speaking Partner will select one of the topics from the topic list for Week 4 and describe a place to 
you. While he or she describes this place, write down as many prepositional phrases and adjectives as 
you can hear and are able to write. After he or she finishes, share your list with your speaking partner to 
make sure you wrote them correctly. If you do not understand how your Speaking Partner used some 
prepositions or adjectives, ask him or her to clarify. You may also ask any questions about the place they 
described. 
Then, you will describe a place to your Speaking Partner. Your Speaking Partner will choose the topic for 
you from the topic list. When you describe this place, make sure you include adjectives to describe the 
place in a way your partner may be able to visualize the location. After you describe this place, your 
Speaking Partner will ask you questions about it. While you describe this place, your he or she will note 
errors with the adjective order or using correct prepositions. Your Speaking Partner will help you if any 
details are unclear. You will also discuss other grammar, vocabulary, or pronunciation issues. 

Appointment 2: Writing Descriptions 

Instructions 

During this session, you will do a timed writing assignment. You will write a short paragraph. It will be 
related to the content in the unit. Your Speaking Partner will give you the topic. You will have to plan and 
write a short paragraph. 

1. Open a new, blank document in Microsoft Word.  
2. Plan your writing (1-3 minutes).  
3. Write your paragraph (6-10 minutes).  
4. Edit your writing (1-3 minutes).  
5. Save your writing.  
6. Copy and paste your writing into the instant message area on Skype. Your Speaking Partner will 

read it and give you feedback during your tutor session. Think of at least one question you can ask 
your Speaking Partner, about something that will help you improve your paragraph.  

7. If you wish, revise your writing. Use the feedback your Speaking Partner discussed with you. Save 
your writing again.  

8. After your session, answer the questions above. Then copy and paste your paragraph into the box 
as well. Your instructor will read through it and may also give you some feedback.  
Click here to see the Timed Writing Topics. 

http://www.byui.edu/Documents/Admin_Offices/Online%20Learning/Online%20Instruction/Speaking%20Partner%20ENG/Topic%20List%20Week%204.pdf
http://www.byui.edu/Documents/Admin_Offices/Online%20Learning/Online%20Instruction/Speaking%20Partner%20ENG/Topic%20List%20Week%204.pdf


 

 

Getting Help 

You are now in the fourth week of the course. Use the first part of this session to ask questions and solve 
problems you have in writing English. You could ask your Speaking Partner about any of the following 
ideas. 

 How to improve your English writing (or reading, speaking, listening)  

 How to write topic sentences  

 How to organize a paragraph  

 How to write a good conclusion  
Practicing Adjective Order 

If you have time, choose one of the images above and describe it to your Speaking Partner. Follow steps 
one and two below. 

Step 1. Practice using two to three adjectives about the picture, and put them in this specific order: 
personal opinion, size, shape, condition, age, color, origin, material, and noun. 

Step 2. Practice using prepositions as you describe the picture: in, on, right of, outside, inside, beneath, 
beside, next to, in the middle of, in front of, left of, near, under, below, over, above, behind, opposite, 
across from, on top of. 

 


